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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

Claim 2 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form for 
failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel the 
claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. Claim 1 recites "receiving information from a computer program 
regarding one or more display controls that are included in a display list", which is equivalent to 
the limitation of claim 2, "receiving information regarding a number of display controls included 
in the display list". 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and 
process of making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any 
person skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make 
and use the same and shall set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out 
his invention. 

Claims 7, 12, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The claims 
recite the scrolling events: "scroll up system and scroll down system" which are not sufficiently 
described in the specification. 
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Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it 
is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. The claim includes display controls 
comprising "a state", which may be managed by a list manager. However, the state is not 
sufficiently described in the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being incomplete for 

omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap between the elements. See 

MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted elements are: claim 3 recites "linking to the display controls and 

to the data source" but fails to mention what is being linked to the display controls and to the 

data source. 

Claims 33-36 recite the limitation "the list manager". There is insufficient antecedent 
basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 1-33 and 35-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
"WinAmp2: Winamp's Subwindows", at http://www.winamp- 
faq.de/enqlish/wa2/documentation/sub.htm . hereinafter Winamp 2. Various Winamp 
screenshots have been included to illustrate the ability of Winamp to provide the user with a 
customizable graphical user interface. 

Regarding claim 1 , Winamp teaches receiving information regarding one or more display 
controls included in a display list of a graphical user interface (taught as the scroll bar, 
selectable playlist elements, and various playlist controls of the Winamp playlist submenu, 
shown in the Winamp skins screenshots and on page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference). 
Furthermore, Winamp teaches managing display elements displayable by the display controls 
by accessing a data source that populates the display controls with the display list elements 
according to scrolling events received related to the display list (taught as the use of a selected 
directory or URL to populate the playlist with, and the subsequent manipulation of the playlist by 
the Winamp scroll bar, selectable playlist elements, and various playlist controls, shown in the 
Winamp skins screenshots and on page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference). Winamp also teaches 
altering the visual appearance of the display controls and the graphical user interface without 
affecting the management of the display list elements (taught as the use of user selectable skins 
that present custom graphical appearances to a user, as shown in the Winamp skins 
screenshots). 

Regarding claim 2, Winamp teaches receiving information regarding one or more display 
controls included in a display list of a graphical user interface (taught as the scroll bar, 
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selectable playlist elements, and various playlist controls of the Winamp playlist submenu, 
shown in the Winamp skins screenshots and on page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference). 

Regarding claim 3, Winamp teaches at page 2 of the Winamp reference linking playlist 
controls and the directories to the playlist itself. 

Regarding claim 4, Winamp teaches at page 2 of the Winamp reference linking a playlist 
control to the directories used to define a playlist. 

Regarding claim 5, the controls of Winamp are selectable in that they are user 
manipulate by the use of interface devices such as a mouse or keyboard. 

Regarding claim 6, the controls of Winamp are selectable in that they are user 
manipulate by the use of interface devices such as a mouse or keyboard, and the selection 
and manipulation of the scroll bar allows the user to implement scrolling events on a playlist. 

Regarding claim 7, scrolling events such as scroll next item, scroll previous item, scroll 
next page, scroll previous page, scroll to first item, and scroll to last item are well known in the 
art and are included in the vast majority of programs that display information, and is used in 
Winamp. Such scrolling events are typically initiated by use of the page up, page down, home, 
end keys, and the up and down arrow keys. 

Regarding claim 8, Winamp teaches creating a list manager (the creation and display of 
a playlist, described supra), receiving settings for list manager properties (the ability to sort 
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playlist entries, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference), configuring the list manager to receive 
information from a graphical user interface regarding display controls and determine appropriate 
display list elements to display (taught as the ability of the user to interact with playlist menu 
buttons to edit the playlist, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference), and performing the above 
steps without regard for the layout of the graphical user interface (taught as the ability to change 
skins of a player without having an effect on the overall functionality of the player). 

Regarding claim 9, Winamp teaches configuring the list manger to determine the 
appropriate display list elements by responding to scrolling events that correspond with the 
display list, (taught as the use of a selected directory or URL to populate the playlist with, and 
the subsequent manipulation of the playlist by the Winamp scroll bar, selectable playlist 
elements, and various playlist controls, shown in the Winamp skins screenshots and on page 2 
of the Winamp 2 reference). 

Regarding claim 10, Winamp has bee shown supra to teach configuring the list manager 
to access a data source to retrieve display list elements (taught as the selection of a URL or 
directory to add to a playlist, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference). 

Regarding claim 1 1, it is inherent that manipulation of the Winamp playlist scroll bar 
triggers a specific scroll behavior that affects the playlist. 

Regarding claim 12, scrolling events such as scroll next item, scroll previous item, scroll 
next page, scroll previous page, scroll to first item, and scroll to last item are well known in the 
art and are included in the vast majority of programs that display information, and is used in 
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Winamp. Such scrolling events are typically initiated by use of the page up, page down, home, 
end keys, and the up and down arrow keys. 

Regarding claim 13, Winamp has been shown supra to teach a displaying a graphical 
user interface that includes one or more selectable display controls that form a display list, 
software that controls the appearance of the graphical user interface, selecting a data source in 
the form of a directory or URL to populate the playlist with display list elements, a scrolling 
source to provide scrolling events in the form of a playlist scroll bar, keyboard input, or mouse 
input, a list manager that responds to scrolling events, and separating the list manager 
processes from the graphical user interface software. Inherently, Winamp is run on a computer 
system with a processor, memory, and display device. 

Regarding claim 14, Winamp teaches operating the graphical user interface software 
independently of the list manager so that altering the graphical user interface does not alter the 
way that the list manager manages the display list, taught as the ability to change skins of a 
player without having an effect on the overall functionality of the player. 

Regarding claim 15, the list manager, or playlist, is contained in Winamp, which utilizes 
the graphical user interface. 

Regarding claim 16, Winamp teaches a list manager control that creates a list manager 
in an application, taught as a playlist button that allows for the selective activation and 
deactivation of a Winamp playlist window, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference. 
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Regarding claims 17 and 18, Winamp has been shown to teach supra the use of buttons 
and slider controls as display controls of a display list. Furthermore, such controls can be seen 
in the Winamp skins screenshots. 

Regarding claims 19-23, at the time the invention was made it would have been obvious 
to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize knobs, meters, labels, palettes and checkboxes 
as list controls. Applicant has not disclosed that knobs, meters, labels, palettes and checkboxes 
provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. One of 
ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicant's invention to perform 
equally well with the buttons and slider controls of Winamp because knobs, meters, labels, 
palettes and checkboxes are well known in the art to perform the same graphical user interface 
manipulations as buttons and sliders, and are primarily an aesthetic design choice. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Winamp to obtain the invention as specified in claims 19-23. 

Regarding claim 24, scrolling events such as scroll next item, scroll previous item, scroll 
next page, scroll previous page, scroll to first item, and scroll to last item are well known in the 
art and are included in the vast majority of programs that display information, and is used in 
Winamp. Such scrolling events are typically initiated by use of the page up, page down, home, 
end keys, and the up and down arrow keys. 

Regarding claim 25, it can be seen in the Winamp skins screenshots that a multitude of 
controls are used in combination in order to manipulate the graphical user interface and playlist 
of Winamp. 
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Regarding claim 26, Winamp teaches computer-readable media containing instructions 
for receiving data from a graphical user interface program to determine properties of a display 
list in the graphical user interface, the display list having one or more display controls that are 
selectable by a user (taught as the use of a playlist scroll bar, playlist control buttons, scrolling 
keys, and selectable playlist elements that allow the user to control the playlist, at page 2 of the 
Winamp 2 reference), accessing a data source that contains one or more display list elements 
that are displayable in the display controls, a display control being able to display one display 
list element at a time and populating each display control with a display list element from the 
data source according to one or more scrolling events received, (taught as the ability to 
populate the playlist with playlist items and control the items one at a time through user 
interaction). Furthermore, the ability to "skin" the Winamp player insures a separation of the 
configuration of the graphical user interface and computer-readable media. 

Regarding claim 27, Winamp teaches changeable properties of a display list, taught as 
the ability to modify a playlist through user interaction, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference. 

Regarding claims 28 and 29, Winamp has been shown supra to teach "next page" and 
"previous page" scrolling. Such scrolling is well known in the art to clear the display of the old 
items and then repopulate the display with the next page or previous page of items indicated 
through the scrolling event. 

Regarding claims 30 and 31, Winamp has been shown supra to teach "next item" and 
"previous item" scrolling. Such scrolling is well known in the art to clear the display of the old 
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items and then repopulate the display with the next or previous items indicated through the 
scrolling event. 

Regarding claim 32, Winamp has been shown to teach supra the use of buttons and 
slider controls as display controls of a display list. Furthermore, such controls can be seen in 
the Winamp skins screenshots. At the time the invention was made, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to utilize knobs, meters, labels, palettes and 
checkboxes as list controls. Applicant has not disclosed that knobs, meters, labels, palettes and 
checkboxes provides an advantage, is used for a particular purpose, or solves a stated problem. 
One of ordinary skill in the art, furthermore, would have expected Applicants invention to 
perform equally well with the buttons and slider controls of Winamp because knobs, meters, 
labels, palettes and checkboxes are well known in the art to perform the same graphical user 
interface manipulations as buttons and sliders, and are primarily an aesthetic design choice. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify 
Winamp to obtain the invention as specified in claim 32. 

Regarding claim 33, it is inherent that display controls such as scrolling keys (page up, 
page down, etc.) have a property of mutual exclusivity, so that no two scrolling operations can 
be carried out simultaneously. Furthermore, the scrolling events are received by a manager, 
such as the operating system listening for keystrokes, which in turn must communicate with the 
data source to evidence the changes present in the playlist, whether it be scrolling, sorting, or 
editing the playlist. 
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Regarding claim 35, the scrolling events are received by a manager, such as the 
operating system listening for keystrokes, which in turn must communicate with the data source 
to evidence the changes present in the playlist, whether it be scrolling, sorting, or editing the 
playlist, providing a buffer between the graphical user interface and the playlist. 

Regarding claim 36, Winamp teaches using a display control to request additional 
information concerning a display list item, taught as the use of a File Info submenu control 
selectable by the user, at page 2 of the Winamp 2 reference. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The cited art pertains to customized graphical user interfaces and the state of the art 
in general. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael Roswell whose telephone number is (703) 305-5914, and at (571) 
272-4055 on or after October 18, 2004. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 - 6:00 
M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca can be reached on (703) 308-31 16, and at (571) 272-4048 on or after 
October 18, 2004. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
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obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael Roswell 
9/29/2004 
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